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��� INDEX \h "—A—" \c "2" ��DBSMail� XE “DBSMail” �



A FIDO-Net compatible mail program for WorldGroup. 

Welcome� XE “Welcome” �

Matt and I would like to welcome you to DBSMail.  This program will allow you to connect to *any* FIDO compatible messaging  network.  This presents you with a cornucopia of messages your users can enjoy.



License Agreement� XE “License Agreement” �

This is a legal agreement between you the SysOp and DachshBoard Software.  By operating any of the machine executable code you are bound by the terms of this agreement.  If you do not agree to the terms of this agreement, promptly return all the software to the place where you obtained it for a full refund.



GRANT OF LICENSE� XE “GRANT OF LICENSE” �

DachshBoard Software retains ownership� XE “Ownership” � of DBSMail at all times, but grants to you the right to use one copy of this software product on a single computer.  You may access the software through a hard disk, a network, or any other method you may choose, so long as you comply with this agreement.  If you do not comply with this agreement, you must return all copies of the software to DachshBoard Software.  In addition you  must destroy all other copies in all forms, both source and executable modules.



COPYRIGHT� XE “COPYRIGHT” �

DBSMail is owned by DachshBoard Software and is protected by United States copyright laws� XE "copyright laws" \t "See Copyright" � and international treaty provisions. 



CODE MODIFICATION� XE “CODE MODIFICATION” �

You may modify any of the human readable code provided to suit any special or specific needs that you may have.   That shall not alter any other terms of this agreement, and DachshBoard Software shall, at all times, remain the sole owner of DBSMail.  Any modification of the human non-readable code provided shall be considered a breach of this agreement, and you shall immediately surrender to DachshBoard Software or its appointed designee all copies of  DBSMail.



OTHER RESTRICTIONS� XE “OTHER RESTRICTIONS” �� XE "License Transfer" \t "See Other Restrictions" �

You may not use, operate, modify, or execute this software in the States of America without the express written permission of DachshBoard Software.  You may not rent or lease the software, nor transfer this license, software, and accompanying materials.



�Limited Warranty� XE “Limited Warranty” �

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS,” WITHOUT WARRANTY� XE "Warranty" \t "See Limited Warranty" � OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE OF THE SOFTWARE IS WITH YOU.  SHOULD THE SOFTWARE PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU (NOT DACHSHBOARD SOFTWARE) ASSUME THE ENTIRE COST OF ALL NECESSARY SERVICING, REPAIRING, OR CORRECTION.



DACHSHBOARD SOFTWARE DOES NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED IN THIS SOFTWARE WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENTS OR THAT THE OPERATION OF THIS SOFTWARE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR-FREE.  HOWEVER, DACHSHBOARD SOFTWARE DOES WARRANT THE FILES MADE AVAILABLE TO YOU FOR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION TO BE FREE OF FILE COMPRESSION CRC ERRORS FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY (30) DAYS FROM THE DATE YOU DOWNLOAD THEM.



Limitations Of Remedies� XE “Limitations Of Remedies” �

DachshBoard Software’s entire liability, and your exclusive remedy shall be:





The replacement of the files that do not meet DachshBoard Software’s “Limited Warranty” by sending you the files on floppy diskette.

DachshBoard Software will refund your money if  unable to deliver a replacement diskette free of defects in material or workmanship, and you terminate this Agreement by returning this software.



IN NO EVENT WILL DACHSHBOARD SOFTWARE BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY LOST PROFITS, LOST SAVINGS OR OTHER INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF DACHSHBOARD SOFTWARE OR ITS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF DAMAGES, OR FOR ANY CLAIM BY ANY OTHER PARTY.



SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW THE LIMITATION OR EXCLUSION OR LIABILITY FOR INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, SO THE ABOVE LIMITATIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.



�Contacting DachshBoard Software� XE "Contacting DachshBoard Software" �

We will answer any DBSMail questions that you might have.  Please refer to the Trouble-Shooting section of this manual before contacting DachshBoard Software.  If you are unable to correct your problem using the charts there, feel free to contact us by any of the following means.  Before contacting us, please have the following information available:



Your User-Id on The Phantom, (our DEMO BBS) if applicable.

Your The Major BBS registration number.

Your DBSMail activation code, if applicable.

Version of DBSMail in use.

Below are all of the applicable methods for contacting us:



Address� XE “Address” �

DachshBoard Software� XE “DachshBoard Software” �

P.O. Box 836068, Dept. D

RICHARDSON, TX 75083



Home BBS� XE “Address” �

Support BBS

214-783-4312



Telephone Numbers� XE “Telephone Numbers” �

You may reach Matt or me for technical support� XE "Technical Support" \t "See Telephone Numbers" � and or ordering information. Our direct number is:

Charley		214-466-2056	7:00PM - 10:00PM Central	

Matt		

214-783-4311	8:00PM - 12:00PM Central	

If we are not available, please leave a message with a telephone number, and a good time to contact you.



Mail-Link� XE "Mail-Link" �

Our Mail-Link addresses are matt@iadfw.net or Charley@airmail.net.  There is now a MajorNet area for comments and or questions about DBSMail!  Find a connection into majorbbs.dev.dbs and drop either Matt (SkyRider@DBS) or I (Charley@DBS) a note.

 Internet� XE "Internet" �

You may also send mail via the Internet E-Mail facility.  Our addresses are: charley@gcomm.com and skyrider@gcomm.com. 

�About� XE “About” �

Until now, there has not been an inexpensive and reliable method of incorporating FIDO style messaging to WORLDGROUP and The Major BBS.  DBSMail is a complete package for your BBS.  With built-in mailer, un-archiver, and tosser, we replace these standard products. A password protected session using our AreaFix compatible portion allows your downstream users to automatically update the message areas they receive. It all happens in real-time on your BBS computer!  You no longer have to drop your BBS for network transfers, nor run a second computer to have continuous mail.  Tuning variables allow you to process mail rapidly without affecting system performance.  DBSMail is compatible with front-end mailers that use the EMSI, and  FTS-0001 handshaking protocols.   

Compatibility

� XE "The Major BBS Compatibility" �This documentation  may be used for both the WorldGroup and The Major BBS versions of Galacticomm products.  Where the two systems differ, headers will direct you to the correct area of the documentation.



Mailer Compatibility� XE “Mailer Compatibility” �

DBSMail is compatible with mailer using the following handshake protocols:

EMSI

FTS-0001

YOO-HOO/2U2 (Dial-in only)



�Installation� XE “Installation” �

Installation could not be easier!!  Please note that, although there is a large section on installation, I have provided a step-by-step approach to the process. You will need to located a NODELIST file for each network you wish to join.  This file will contain all the BBSs in a network.  We do not include a FIDO-Net Nodelist due to its large size.



Software Installation� XE “Software Installation” \t “See Installation” �

Insert your floppy into the correct drive.

Drop your BBS and return to DOS.

Enter: A:Install (where A is the Drive-ID you placed the DBSMail floppy).

When prompted, enter the drive and path where you have installed your BBS (i.e., C:\WGSERV ).

Ensure you use your space bar to select the DBS product you wish to install!

Follow the remaining instructions.

Remove the floppy once you have installed the program.



Configuration� XE “Configuration” �

Configuration Level 3� XE “Configuration Level 3” �

Locate the  DBSMAIL.MSG� XE “DBSMAIL.MSG” �  area in the configuration.

ACTCODE: Enter your activation code� XE “Activation code” � (without an activation code this product will only process 1 Forum area (Echo Mail), with unlimited FIDO-Net Mail (direct E-Mail)). 

Locate DBSKEY� XE “MHSKEY” �.  Set this option to a key on your BBS. Only users holding this key will be able to send Fido mail.

Locate DBSCHG.  This option is the amount of credits to charge a user for sending a file attachment to a Fido message.

Locate DBSATKY. Set this option to a key on your BBS. Only users holding this key will be able to send attached files to Fido mail.

Locate DBSATCH.  This option is the amount of credits to charge a user for sending a file attachment to a Fido message.

Locate DBSPKCH. This option is the amount of credits to charge a user for sending a file attachment to a Fido message (per kilobyte).

Locate DBSRRKY.  If you enter a key here, only a user holding this key will be allowed to request a return receipt.

Locate DBSRRCH.  You may enter a surcharge amount that will be deducted from a users’ account when requesting a return receipt.

FREQKEY: Enter the Key required to FREQ files from other BBSs. (Please see the section FREQ for more information).

Save this configuration.

�Configuration Level 4� XE “Configuration Level 4” �

Locate the  DBSMAIL.MSG� XE “DBSMAIL.MSG” �  section.

DBSPFX: Exporter prefix.  Leave at default setting.

DBSNAM:  DBSMail indetifier.  Leave at default setting.

DBSDSC: DBSMail description.  Leave at default setting.

DBSXMP:  Example shown to user when help is requested, User-Id may be changed as long as the correct format is followed (i.e., DBS:Matt McIntosh@1:124/7034).

DBSHLP:  Help information for users, please leave at default setting.

SHWLOG: Select whether or not to display our logon message to your users.

LOGMSGOK: Key required to see The DBSMail logon message. Leave blank to show to all users.

LOGLVL: Select a logging level used by DBSMail  (i.e., 4419).  



NOTE: DBSMail uses bit values for logging.  To add a particular logging feature, simply add it’s value to the current logging level.  Conversely, to remove an installed  logging feature, simply delete its value from this option.  In short, total all the option numbers you want to use, and enter this number in the above option.



The following chart lists each logging level and it’s associated bit count.

Default�Bit Value�Debugging option �Might slow BBS ��*�1�Normal messages (connect and disconnect)���*�2�”Posted by:” messages����4�Errors in Passthru����8�AreaFix messages�*���16�Exporting mail information����32�Dial-in and Dial-out handshake information���*�64�Log bad areas����128�AreaFix debugging���*�256�Files sent and received����512�File transfer debugging����1024�Input handler ����2048�N/A���*�4096�Critical (Major) errors����8192�Debugging for Seen-By’s����16384�Un-archive information���Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�:    Log level� XE "Log level" � information



LOGLVL2: Select a logging level for the additional (enhanced) logging level.  (Default: 48).



The following chart lists each logging level and it’s associated bit count.

Default�Bit Value�Debugging option ���1� MHSOUT logging���2� MHSIN logging���4� Background Information ���8�‘Status” information��*�16�Dupes��*�32�Unarchive/EMSI Extended���64�YOO-HOO���1024�FREQ��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2�:   Log level 2 information.

LOGFILE: Enter the name of the primary logging file.  Default is C:\WGSERV\DBSMAIL.LOG.

  

NOTE:  DBSM.BAT renames the log file every night during maintenance.  Old logs will have the last letter of the extension changed to a 1,2,3,4 or 5 depending on how many days old it is.  DBSM.BAT also deletes log files older than 5 days.



MAXCOLS:  Maximum number of characters to allow in a message.  Messages longer then MAXCOLS will be chopped into pieces more easily managed by WG.

DEFFLV: Select the default mail type if no routing is done (i.e., HOLD).  Please refer to the document POLICY4 for more information on mail types.  

AUTOPOLL: Enter the approximate number of seconds between outbound call attempts (i.e., 600) (Do NOT set this option below 300).

DUPENUMB: Enter the number of messages to “store” for duplicate checking (i.e., 2000).

PREDIAL: Enter your prefix string.   Before each dial-out, DBSMail sends this string  to your modem(s) (i.e., ATX4E0M0DT).

POSTDIAL: Enter your dialing suffix.  Information sent to your modem(s) after dialing (i.e., O).

AUTOCR :Enter the approximate number of seconds to delay while sensing for hard carriage returns during connect (i.e., 3).

NOTE: The following six (6) entries must all reference the same Drive specification (i.e., C:).  Failure to specify the same drive will cause improper operation of DBSMail.

OUTPKTS: Where outbound packets� XE “Outbound packets directory” \t “See Configuration 4” � will be (i.e., C:\WGSERV\DBSMAIL\OUTPKTS).

OUTBND: Where outbound files� XE “Outbound files directory” \t “See Configuration 4” � will be (i.e., C:\WGSERV\DBSMAIL\OUTBOUND).

INBND: Where inbound files� XE “Inbound files directory” \t “See Configuration 4” � will be (i.e., C:\WGSERV\DBSMAIL\INBOUND ).

MHSIN: Where DBSMail should look for inbound MHS files.

MHSOUT: Where DBSMail should place any outbound MHS related files.

TSHCAN: Enter the directory to place rejected mail� XE "rejected mail" \t "See Configuration 4" �.  DBSMail will be place messages it does not understand here (i.e., C:\WGSERV\DBSMAIL\BADMHS).

ORIGIN: Enter your origin line� XE “Origin line” � (i.e., The Phantom Technical Support BBS (214)446-3790) (Place basic information about your BBS here).

KICKOFF: Enter the number of seconds between out going call attempts if all lines are busy (i.e., 30).

MAXTIMER:  Maximum number of “ticks” DBSMail will use for processing mail when a user is on-line.  This number is in 1/1000 seconds.

NONTIMER: Maximum number of “ticks” DBSMail will use for processing mail when NO users are on-line.  This number is in 1/1000 seconds.

STRTCHN: Enter the starting channel you want DBSMail to use for dialing out (all channels function as receive channels) (i.e., 0).

ENDCHN: Enter the ending channel you want DBSMail to use for dialing out (all channels function as receive channels) (i.e., FF).

NOCALLCN: Channel to EXPRESSLY FORBID users from dialing  in to.  Added to comply with Fido policy during ZMH (Zone Mail Hour).

NOHSTIME: Begin time for NONCALLCN to begin.

NOETIME: Ending time for NONCALLCN.

NOHUMALW:  Key which overrides NOCALLCN. (For SysOp users).

FLAGS: Enter your EMSI  packet compression flags if applicable (i.e., V32b,V42b,CM,MN).  These ‘announce’ to other SysOps your system capabilities.  If your BBS does not have at least 14,400bps modems, remove the V32b, and V42b commands from the default string.

HIBAUD: Enter your maximum BPS rate supported (i.e., 19200).

ALLOW01- ALLOW10: Enter up to 10 “ALLOW” file listings.  Please refer to the Section Titled ALLOW later in this manual for a complete explanation of this feature.



NOTE:  There are 10 identical sets of entries here.  For each Zone you are in, you must enter the following information:





Your The zone you want to process (i.e., your zone), the network name and your complete zone:network/node number.  In addition enter a Y (yes) or N (no) to allow User-Id’s in Net Mail.  Separate this entry with a comma.

NOTE: DBSMail now supports up to the following numbers in each field:



Variable�Highest possible number��Zone�9999��Network�65535��Node number�65535��Point address�65635��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3�:   High number information.

�The information for The Phantom is:



1,FIDONet, 1:124/7034,N�My FIDO  node number, No alias in Net Mail allowed.��1214,MBBSNet,1214:214/1,Y�My MBBSNet node number, User-Id (Alias) allowed.��1214,MBBSNet,1214:214/0,Y�My alternate MBBSNet node number, User-Id (Alias allowed).��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �4�:    AKA� XE "AKA" � naming example.



This information is sent to other BBSs during a FIDO style connection.





ZONEN01- ZONEN10: Enter your network name, zone number, node number and either yes or no to allowing User-Id’s in Net Mail using the format shown above.  Separate entries using a comma, with no spaces allowed.

HIDEAKA1 - HIDEAKA10: Enter an AKA’s for your BBS.  Note: These options are for Planet Connect compatibility.  See the Planet Connect section for more information.



NOTE:  There are 10 identical  sets of entries here.  You must enter the following information for each  Nodelist or point list that you want to use:



NOTE:  Due to requests from SysOps, we have included the ability to locate NODELIST files into a different directory.  This eliminates the need for storing these large files in the BBS directory.  The following shows the correct method for incorporating the new change:

If  the NODELIST file is located in the default BBS directory:

NODENO01 - NODEN010: The filename of that Nodelist followed by the zone number. (i.e., NODELIST,1).  Separate these two items with a comma, no space.  Enter a 0 (zero) to compile ALL zones in a Nodelist.

If  the NODELIST file is located in a different directory:

NODENO01 - NODEN010: The full path and filename of that Nodelist followed by the zone number. (i.e., C:\NODELIST\NODELIST,1).  Separate these entries with a comma, no space.  Enter a 0 (zero) to compile ALL zones in a Nodelist.

NODEDF01 - NODEDF10: Enter the full path and filename of the nodediff� XE "nodediff" � files you receive. Information for processing your NodeDiffs can be found in the DBSM.BAT.

NOTE: You may place each NODELIST file in a separate directory.

STRTHR01 - STRTHR10: The starting hour for that networks Zone Mail Hour.  Z.M.H. is the hour at which all systems must be on-line to receive mail.  This time must be in local time.

ENDHR01 - ENDHR10: The ending hour for that networks Zone Mail Hour.  Normally this will be one (1) hour after the start hour.  Enter local time for your BBS.



Save this configuration information.



�Configuration Level 6� XE "Configuration Level 6" �

NOTE: Changes to this configuration are *not* required, but you may change them as you feel the need for.

DOS Configuration� XE "DOS Configuration" �

NOTE:  A Nodelist file IS REQUIRED for communications using our product.  Please contact a local FIDO BBS to download a copy of this large file.  Without this file, you will be unable to transfer mail with other FIDO style BBSs.  For multi-network operation, a Nodelist must exist for each network.

Edit DBSM.BAT and replace our demo nodediff information with the information your unarchiver uses.

Run DBSM.BAT to compile your Nodelists, and process your User-Id to Real Name data file, and Nodelist file(s).  This process may take several minutes as the FIDO Nodelist is quite large.

Load your BBS.



NOTE:  Nightly DBSM.BAT, our maintenance program searches for updated Nodelist(s).  If found, your entire Nodelist file will be processed to incorporate these new changes.

NOTE:  All errors during Nodelist and NodeDiff compiles are appended to the recently renumbered log.



Menu Page� XE “Menu Page” � 

To enable DBSMail, DBSView and it’s companion module DBSEdit, must be included on the menu� XE “Menu Tree” � page.  The following example, taken directly from The Phantom (our DEMO BBS) offers a method of installing our product.



TOP

(

((DBSVIEW

(

(

(GENERAL

	(

	(DBSEDIT





TOP� XE “TOP” � is an auto-select menu based on keys held by a user.



DBSVIEW is our real-time Nodelist browsing utility. This option is available to all users on our BBS.



GENERAL:  A menu page for SysOp related functions on the BBS.



DBSEDIT:  Primary SysOp interface page for DBSMail.







Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �5�:    Menu page.

Note: DO NOT place the DBSMail module on the menu page!  This module will load automatically when the BBS comes on-line.





�On-line Configuration� XE "On-line Configuration" �

Once your BBS is on-line, you must accomplish the following before testing FIDO-Net transfers:



Select your DBSEdit  page as defined in Configuration Level 2.

Inform DBSMail  of your local area code(s) using the format; AN 1-XXX- -.  XXX is the local area code you want to install.   To verify this information, use the LN command.  This will list all number changes entered to date.  Please see the section on DBSEdit that follows for more information on DBSEdit commands.

Begin building Forum areas using the information in the Section labeled Forum Header.



�Additional Information

Allow Files

Allow files are only used if you plan on feeding mail to a group of systems.  It is NOT used to send mail back to  your feed (the person sending you a set of echoes).  Allow files are used to “authorize” downstream links for different forums (echoes).  By entering in the FIDO-Net AreaName, and description into an allow file, you make an area available for DBSFIX to pass to another BBS.  If an area is not in the correct allow file (as defined in Configuration Level 4) a requested node will not be allowed to automatically receive an area from you.  The following Figure is an example of the allow file for FIDO-Net.  

!CHINESE�General topic chatting in Chinese��12_STEPS�12 Steps Discussion��4DOS�4DOS ECHO��60S_70S_PROGROCK�60's/70's Progressive Rock Music Echo��ANEWS �News of the US and World��BABYLON5�Babylon 5 Discussions.��BAHAI �The Baha'i International Echo��BOATING�BOATING��BODYWORK �Bodywork & Massage Therapy Forum��ROTTIES�ROTTIES��TRAPFAX�Trapfax support��TRAVEL�National/International Travel Echo��TREK �Star Trek��WIN_ACCESS �Microsoft Access for Windows��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �6�:   ALLOW File

Archived Mail� XE “Archived Mail” �

DBSMail calls routines to “extract” the messages archived with PkZip.  Advise your upstream line, feed or boss node (the person you receive your mail from) that you can receive either unarchived mail, or mail archived with PkZip from PkWare. 

Echo Mail� XE "Echo Mail" �

Echo-Mail is (IMHO) the most widely used feature of FIDO-Net.  There are many topics available via this network.  DBSMail incorporates the Echo-Mail area into the Forum area on your BBS.  You must create a forum area for each Echo-Mail area that you wish to carry on your BBS.   The following steps outline the creation of  a forum and echo mail area.  

�NOTE:  DBSMail for The Major BBS SysOp are required to create forums with this information.  The Major BBS and WG DO NOT use the same information for Echo Mail area creation.

WORLDGROUP  SECTION  ONLY

 Create a forum on your BBS.  Refer to your WG documentation for the proper creation of a forum.

  Save the forum information.

  Select  “E”  (Edit echoes).

 Select “A” (A)dd Echoes.

 When prompted for an echo address enter: “DBS:AREANAME ADDRESS Y or N for Aliases”.  As an example, for our DFW SysOp Echo we entered:  “DBS:DFW 1:124/7034 N”.  This is the DBS: mailer exporter id, followed by the Fido Net Echo name, a space, OUR address in this network, and finally an N to tell DBS to translate our User-Id to our real name (most Fido Echoes require this). 

 Press  {ENTER{ twice which saves this new information.  You will receive a message from WG advising you that this forum has been created. 

Finally, go to the DBSEdit page and add your feed(s) for this echo using the AREA command.  For our DFW SysOp echo, we entered AREA  DFW 1:124/7028.  This tells DBSMail that area DFW should be sent to Fido Net address 1:124/7028 (our hub).   If you feed this area to multiple BBSs, repeat this command placing each systems’ node number where we have our hub.  REFER to the AREA command later in this document for more details.  

Before receiving mail for this area, you must re-initialize the forum areas by running the RESCAN command or a cleanup.  Either method will initialize all forum information for DBSMail, and you will be ready to receive your new message areas.  

NOTE: You may create many areas before re-initializing the BBS data files. For more information on Echo-Mail please contact your local FIDO-Net manager.



THE MAJOR BBS  v6.x  SECTION  ONLY

Below is an example of a forum header� XE “Forum header” � message for an area.  Your forum message headers may look different from this example, but it MUST contain the information noted in the following explanation:





MHS Addr:� XE “MHS Addr:” � DFW_BBS



FEED:� XE “FEED:” � 1:124/7028



ADDRESS� XE “ADDRESS:” �: 1:124/7034



NOALIAS ALLOWED





Welcome to this forum area.  The topic of this area is the discussions of BBSs in the local area.





Charley

NOTE: You must enter the following entries (1 - 4) in the correct case (i.e., all capitals except for the Addr: entry) and a space must exist between the identifier and the information. In addition, all entries must start at the left-hand margin, no space padding.

�MHS Addr: AREANAME (MHS Addr: DFW_BBS).  The exact FIDO compatible name for this area. Do not trim this field. It must contain the complete name to operate properly.

FEED: ZONE:NET\NODE (FEED: 1:124/7028);  In this instance, the feed number should be the complete network address of the person who sends you your mail in this forum.

ADDRESS: ZONE:NET\NODE (ADDRESS: 1:124/7034);  This entry must contain your network information.                             

Alias/Handles: NOALIAS ALLOWED;  To enable the built-in User-ID to Real Name feature of DBSMail you must enter the words NOALIAS ALLOWED.  Some networks require a Real Name be used in a message.  Please check each area of every network you are a member of for the rules on this option.  We added this feature to allow you to join networks that either allow or require handles.

Blank Line

The actual body of the message.  We use this section to inform our users of the basic rules and topic of each area.  Therefore we recommend you place notes pertaining to message content, and or language in this area.

NOTE: 

Enter any standard Major BBS information (i.e., Topic of the Day) into the forum header message. DBSMail does not interfere with normal MBBS functions.  Please refer to your Galacticomm  documentation for more information on this, and other MBBS features.

� XE “Echo-Mail Areas” �

Before receiving mail for this area, you must re-initialize the forum areas by running the RESCAN command or a cleanup.  Either method will initialize all forum information for DBSMail, and you will be ready to receive your new message areas.  

NOTE: You may create many areas before re-initializing the BBS data files. For more information on Echo-Mail please contact your local FIDO-Net manager.





FIDO Transfers� XE “Fido Transfers” �

DBSMail  has a built in FIDO-Net compatible mailer that runs continuously.  DBSMail activates the mailer section when there is mail for delivery, or when a FIDO style BBS calls.  Your computer will call the nodes listed in the LAREA section of DBSEDIT, and transfer that forum’s mail.  DBSMail will process and deliver Net Mail (E-Mail) in the same manner.  You must have a Nodelist for each network you join.  The Nodelist contains the phone numbers for every node in a network.  Refer to the file  POLICY4.ZIP for more information on Nodelist(s) and other FIDO terms.



DBSMail  receives your mail, and tosses it when a connection with another FIDO compatible mailer is complete.

File Attaches� XE "File Attaches" �

DBSMail now processes file attachments (attaches).  Specify the file name (with extension) on the TOPIC  line of any Net Mail message you send.  Simply upload or import this file into the message when prompted.  This prompt appears after you  /s  or CTRL-G to save the message. DBSMail will send this file to the person in the TO: field.  DBSMail will send the receiving user E-Mail and include the received file attachment.



�FREQ� XE "Freq" �

Requesting Files

Outbound file requests� XE "file requests" \t "See Freq" � are now available!  To request (FREQ) a file from another BBS, simply send a message to “FREQ@ADDRESS (i.e. FREQ@1:124/7028.  In the message body, enter the file name(s) you wish to receive. 

TO:�FREQ@XXX:YYY/ZZZ��TOPIC:�N/A��BODY�FILE !PASSWORD (if needed for file)��BODY�FILE !PASSWORD (if needed for file)��BODY�FILE��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �7�:   FREQ Example

Received file requests are placed into the DBSMail inbound directory.  The SysOp must move these files as required.  

NOTE:  In FIDO-Net, only SysOps are to use this feature!  It is generally frowned upon for BBS users to use a feature like FREQing.  

NOTE:  The password for using this feature  can be found in Configuration Level 4: FREQKEY.

Allowing Freqs 

To allow FREQs edit the DBSFREQ.CTL file. This file will contain the areas to allow others to FREQ files from, and any password you wish to associate with an area.  The following is an example of a DBSFREQ.CTL file:

File Area to allow FREQs from�Optional Password��c:\wgserv\dbsv6���c:\wgserv\dbswg���C:\WGSERV\MAIN���C:\�DANGEROUS��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �8�:   File for controlling access to your file areas.



As you can see, we allow users to FREQ from three directories on our BBS.  In addition, I added the file area “C:\” with a password of “Dangerous”.  Please note, this area is *NOT* actually available on the BBS.

�Hatching Files

You may now hatch files to other systems. The following explanation will guide you through sending a file to a group of systems.

Write E-Mail to: DBS:HATCH

SUBJECT: BLANK (nothing)

Body of Message: List each receiving system, full Fido-Net compatible address, one system per line.

Save Message.

Attach the file to the message and save!

Net-Mail� XE "Net-Mail" �

Net-Mail is the name of mail sent directly from one BBS system to another.  Net-Mail is not “echoed” in the FIDO compatible process.  Therefore, use this method for direct to another person..  The MBBS e-mail system is your interface into Net-Mail.  To enter a Net-Mail simply enter the DBS: identifier, SysOp’s name, followed by a DBS:@X:YYY/ZZZZ. Replace the X, Y and Z with that person’s correct FIDO information.  As an example, you may reach me (via FIDO-Net) by sending mail to; DBS:Charley Teel@1:124/7034.  You may also reach Matt McIntosh by sending mail to; DBS:Matt McIntosh@1:124/1209 or at DBS:Matt McIntosh@1:124/7034.  For more information on Net-Mail please contact your local FIDO-Net manager.

Planet Connect(

Planet Connect  users must enter the address PC sends to (i.e., 1:3615/51) as a Hidden AKA in Configuration Level 4. All other options are configured as normal.

QWK-Mail� XE “QWK-Mail” �

DBSMail interfaces with World Group’s QWK-Mail program.  This allows your users to upload and download mail from the BBS, and have it automatically update networked mail areas.  Refer to the QWK-Mail section of your Galacticomm manual for more information.

Requesting a Node Number� XE "Requesting a Node Number" � 

The Nodelist file contains all the BBSs in a network. You will need to locate one of the “Officers” in your local FIDO area using this file.  One of the best methods for locating your “Officers” is to use the DBSView portion of our software.  The following is a step-by-step process for finding your “Officers”:



Dial into a networked BBS you wish to join.

Once connected, their system should display the “Address” of that BBS (i.e., 1:124/7034).

Properly disconnect from this BBS.

On your BBS, select your DBSView page, as defined in Configuration Level 2.

Using the Search for Address option, located the /0 node for this area (i.e., for 1:124/7034, I would search for 1:124/0).

Write down the information on the /0  or the /1 node!  This is the person to whom you should send a request.  Send this person Net-Mail requesting a node number.  The following is some if not all of the information that this person will need to grant you a node number:



Your name.

Your address (see note above).

Your VOICE phone number.

An acceptable “window” for receiving voice calls. 

Your BBS' hours of operation (24 if running full-time and using DBSMail.)

The maximum BPS rate (i.e., 14.4K) of the modem(s) on the phone number(s) provided above.

The software you are using (i.e., DBSMail and The Major BBS).



NOTE:  The following is a copy of our information in the Nodelist.  Some networks appreciate you sending them your information in this format.  This aids them in inserting your record into the Nodelist.



999,The_Phantom,Carrollton_TX,Charley_Teel,1-214-446-3790,9600,V32b,V42b,CM

The information required is:

Temp. Node Number,BBS_Name,City_State,SysOp_Name,BBS-Phone-Number,MaxBps,Compression Flags,CrashMail 

NOTE:  You will probably use 999 as a temporary node number.

You should place this information at the top of your message to assist the recipient.  Please note that this is the format used in the Nodelist, so will also ensure that they enter the information you want. Separated each entry with a comma, and separate words between commas with an underline.

�User-Id’s� XE “User-Id’s” �

Since most networks require real names, DBSMail will retrieve the user records and replace the User-Id with the real name entered by the user on sign-up. You must enter the N option in the “Add Echo” section of the WG forum creator to activate this process.  Mail returning to your BBS will have the opposite process applied.  Mail written to a user’s Real Name will automatically be re-addressed to their User-Id.  An off-line utility (DBSM.BAT) will run during your nightly maintenance schedule.  This program creates a data file containing the User-Id to Real Name cross-reference information.  Messages in Forums that do not have this option enabled (via the Forum Message Header) will have the User-Id in the "From" portion.  The use of  User-ID or Real Name in Net Mail  messages is controlled via Configuration Level 4 entries ZONEN01 - ZONEN010.







Writing Messages� XE “Writing Messages” �

DBSMail uses the GME (Galacticomm Messaging Engine) API when entering any mail for a network area.  You may send echo (forum) messages to a specific user on another networked BBS by preceding their name with an @ sign (i.e., @Charley Teel).



You  may also send Net Mail (e-mail) to a user on another networked BBS.  Simply enter the DBS identifier, the recipients name and  full network address (i.e., DBS:Charley Teel@1:124/7034).  DBSMail will automatically send the message to that node.



�







DBSEdit� XE “DBSEdit” �

DBSEdit is a the SysOp interface for DBSMail.  It contains the following applications:



Password Editing

Nodelist / Phone Number Translation

Nodelist Editing

Mail Routing

Monitoring Line Status

Directory Command

Auto Poller

Polling Utilities

Pass-thru Editing

Call Logging

Zone Listing

Forum Rescanning

Deleting Mail

Version Information

The Repeat Command

Active auto-polls list

Stop active auto-polling

Removing ALL manually entered polls.



�Password Editing� XE “Password Editing” �

�Action �Command�Format�Examples��Add a password for a node� XE “Add passwords” \t “See Password editing” �.�AP� XE “AP” ��AP {node number} {password}�AP 1:124/7028 TEST��Delete a password.� XE “Listing passwords” \t “See Password editing” ��DP � XE “LP” ��DP {node number}�DP 1:124/7028��List passwords. � XE “Deleting passwords” \t “See Password editing” ��LP � XE “DP” \t “See Password editing” ��LP�LP��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �9�:    Session level passwords.



Use DBSEdit to easily enter session level passwords.  Simply enter the AP command, following it with the full network address and password required.  This allows for a more secure method of communicating between networked systems.  To lock out a bothersome system, simply enter a password, but do not tell the other SysOp what it is.  Chuckle   Passwords are case sensitive, so ensure that both you, and your feed (the person who sends you your mail) uses the same case when entering a password.



Nodelist Phone Number Translation� XE “Nodelist Phone Numbers” �

�Action �Command�Format�Examples��Add number translation.� XE “Add number translation.” \t “See Nodelist phone numbers” ��AN� XE “AN” ��AN {old number} {new number}�AN 1-214 -

AN 1-214-555-1212 555-1111

AN 1-817-123 817-123��Delete number translation.�DN�DN {old number}�  translation." \t "See Nodelist phone numbers" ��DN 1-214��List number translation� XE “List number translation” \t “See Nodelist phone numbers” �.� XE “Delete number translation.” \t “See Nodelist phone numbers” ��LN � XE “DN” ��LN�LN��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �10�:    Nodelist phone number translation.

Inform DBSMail  of your local area code(s) using the format; AN 1-XXX- -.  XXX is the local area code you want to install.  This format must be spaced as shown (i.e. AN_1-XXX_- ) with the underscores representing spaces. Once you enter the information for each local dialing area, you may validate this information by entering; LN.  This will list all number changes entered to date.  Refer to the DBSEdit section for more information.



  DBSEdit allows you to remove or replace any Nodelist information quickly and easily.  The figure below shows the correct use of this feature of DBSEdit.  Use the AN option to remove the long distance codes and or change phone numbers.  The second “-” in row one instructs DBSEdit to enter a blank space to replace the 1-214 information.



Nodelist Editing� XE "Nodelist Editing" �

Action�Command�Format�Example��Add a node�Anode�Anode {Address}�Anode ��Delete a node�Dnode�Dnode {Address}�Dnode��List nodes�Lnode�Lnode {From Address} {To Address}�Lnode 1:124/1209 1:124/1220��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �11�:    Nodelist Editing.



With Nodelist editing tools you are able to change the telephone number for a particular node.  This allows you to send mail to a node labeled private in the Nodelist by finding and entering the correct number.  In addition, you can find out information about different BBSs in the Nodelist by using the LNODE command.

�Mail Routing� XE “Mail Routing �

Action�Command�Format�Example��Add a route.�AROUTE�AROUTE�AROUTE��Delete routing�DROUTE�DROUTE {Address}�DROUTE 1:124/7028��List routing..�LROUTE�LROUTE�LROUTE��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �12�:   Mail routing.

Mail routing allows you to re-direct mail from one node to another.  Select AROUTE to enter the following information:



Address path to route:

Address to route to:

Mail type (C=Crash, H=Hold, N=Normal, S=Special) :

Mail for  the address on line 1 above will automatically route to the address listed on line 2 above.



The following is an example table of the verbs used within DBSMail for mailer operation.



Routing Verb�Explanation��Crash�Send mail to this system ASAP (as soon as possible).  Ignore all Nodelist information pertaining to receiving systems mailer availability.��Hold�Do not send mail to this system.  Hold all mail for this system until it calls in your BBS.  Only then will  mail for that system be delivered.��Normal�Only send mail to this system during designated (Z.M.H.) mailer hours (i.e., 03:00 to 04:00AM for Central Time Zone).  You entered Zone Mail Hour in the Nodelist entry area of DBSMAIL.MSG.��Special�Only send mail to this system during the hours you specify.  All other flags ignored.  ��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �13�:  Routing Verb explained

Special routing allows you to specify a start and stop time for outbound calls to a particular BBS.  One potential use for this routing method would be “windowing” outbound mail calls to long distance Bulletin Board Systems during non-peak hours.



One use for routing is to “direct” all mail for one network to a single BBS.  The global (*) routing option does this. Below are some examples of this type of routing:



Address path to route�Address to route to�Mail Type�Add. Inf.�Explanation��1:130/*�1:124/7034�Crash��Route all mail for area 1:130 to node 1:124/7034��2:*�1:124/1209�Special�2:00:00   2:30:00�Route all mail for Zone 2 to 1:124/1209 and only call between 2 and 2:30AM.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �14�:  Global Routing Example

�Line Status� XE “Line status” �

Action�Command�Format�Example��View DBSMail  line status� XE “View line status” \t “See Line status” �.�Stat� XE “Status” \t “See Line status” ��StaT�Stat��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �15�:  Line Status.



Using the line status commands, you may monitor DBSMail actions during a FIDO  style transfer.



The following is a description of all status indications.



Indicator�Description��Dial-In� XE “Dial-In” \t “See Line status” ��FIDO call received.��Dial-Out� XE “Dial-Out” \t “See Line status” ��Placing FIDO call.��Handshake� XE “Handshake” ��EMSI handshake sequence.��Receiving files.� XE “Receiving files.” ��Receiving files from another FIDO compatible mailer.��Sending files.� XE “Sending files.” \t “See Line status” ��Sending files to another FIDO compatible mailer.��Cleanup�File closing and cleaning routine.��Un-zipping mail.�Extracting packet files from Zipped mail.��Tossing mail.� XE “Cleanup” \t “See Line status” �Tossing MailTsdfsdfsd�Placing mail files into your MHS inbound directory.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �16�:  Line status descriptions.

Outbound Mail Status/ Directory Command� XE “Locating outbound mail” \t “See Outbound Mail Status / Directory Command” �� XE “Dir command” �� XE “Outbound Mail Status / Directory Command” �

Action�Command�Format�Example��View outbound mail.�Dir�Dir�Dir��View any directory.�Dir�Dir {directory}�Dir C:\��View directory of file types.�Dir�Dir {directory\filename.ext}�Dir C:\Autoexec.*��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �17�:  Directory command



Use the DIR command with no additional options to view the outbound mail.  To view a directory on any drive, simply enter the drive specification to view.  Full wild-carding is also available, so you may look at files of any type using the * and ? options (please refer to your DOS manual for more information on wildcards).

Auto-Poller� XE "Auto-Poller" �

Action�Command�Format�Example��List polls.�PF� XE "PF" \t "See Auto-Poller" ��PF�PF��Creates a poll.�APOLL� XE "APOLL" \t "See Auto-Poller" ��APOLL ADDRESS TIME DATE(or)all DAYS_OF_WEEK�APOLL 1:124/1209 0455 ALL S-T -T-F��Deletes a poll.�DPOLL� XE "DPOLL" \t "See Auto-Poller" ��DPOLL Poll_NUMBER�DPOLL 1��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �18�:   Auto-Poller.

The APOLL command requires some explanation.  The format is as follows:

APOLL A B C D where:

A = Address of node to poll.

B = Time of day to send this poll.

C =  Date to send poll (for a single poll) or ALL (for a daily poll).

D = Day(s) of the week to poll in first letter order, beginning with Sunday.  Replace the day letter with a “-” to not poll on this day (i.e., Poll every day; SMTWTFS.  Poll Monday only; -M-----.  Poll every Tuesday and Thursday; --T-T--).



Polling Utilities� XE “Forced Polling” \t “See Polling Utilities” �

Action�Command�Format�Example��List outstanding polls.� XE “Force a poll.” \t “See Polling Utilities” ��LPoll� XE “Poll” \t “See Polling Utilities” ��LPoll�LPoll��Force a poll.�poll� XE “Lpoll” ��poll {node number} � XE “List outstanding polls” \t “See Polling utilities” ��poll 1:124/7028��Poll nodes with waiting mail.�Allpoll�Allpoll� XE “Allpoll” \t “See Polling utilities” ��Allpoll��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �19�:  Poll Utilities.



DBSMail follows the schedule entered either in the DBSMAIL.MSG or via the AROUTE command.  To force a poll you must use the commands listed above.   You may request multiple polls, and DBSMail will queue and dial as lines are available.

NOTE: The ALLPOLL command in this section also needs more explanation.  This command will send out mail to system that have mail waiting.  BUT it will not over-ride the default setting in you DBSMAIL.MSG.  You cannot use ALLPOLL to force dial a BBS listed as NORMAL or HOLD.  To force a poll to a HOLD or NORMAL BBS, use the POLL {node number} command.

NOTE: On our BBS, the DBSMAIL.MSG option "default mail type" is NORMAL and we manually changed the BBSs we wish to communicate to using the ANODE command.



Pass-Thru Editing� XE "Pass-Thru Editing" � 

NOTE:  In addition to this “manual” mode, there is also an AreaFix compatible program.  Please refer to the DBSFix section of this document.



Action�Command�Format�Example��Enter a pass-thru.�AREA�AREA {AREANAME} {node}�AREA COOKING 1:124/1209��Delete a pass-thru.�DAREA�DAREA {AREANAME} {node}�DAREA COOKING 1:124/1209��List pass-thru areas�LAREAS�LAREAS�LAREAS��List FIDO message areas /

Pass-thru message areas.�LISTAREAS�LISTAREAS�LISTAREAS��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �20�:   Pass-thru Editing



Pass-thru areas allow the sharing of messages between more than 2 BBS systems.  For example:  The Phantom BBS has a message area titled DBSSUPP.  This shared area services 3 BBSs (1:124/7034 The Phantom, 1:124/1209  The DachshBoard, and 1:124/7034.1 Ms. Rodger’s Place).  Messages written in this area need to be available on all three systems.    On The Phantom we entered the following:  AREA DBSSUPP 1:124/7034.1 and AREA DBSSUPP 1:124/1209.  DBSMail copies and bundles mail routed through the DBSSUPP area on 1:124/7034 to 1:124/7034.1 and 1:124/1209.  We deliver these two mail bundles to each BBS via a separate FIDO connection.  



NOTE:  You do not have to carry an Echo-Mail area to pass it through to another BBS.  Simply enter it in your pass-thru area using the commands above, but do not create it in your forums area.

NOTE:  If you remove an area from your forums, you will still need to remove it from the pass-thru area using the DAREA command.  

�

This rather involved command (LISTAREAS) requires more explanation. 



A one line list entry for each Echo-Mail (Forum) area on your BBS.  In addition it may include:

Line entries showing any other nodes that receive this area directly from you.

A listing of all pass-thru only Echo-Mail areas.  These are Echo-Mail areas that you are delivering to others, but not keeping on your BBS.



The following example simulates LISTAREAS output.  



Forum #

Downlinks�FEED:

Downlinks�ADDRESS:

Downlinks�MHS Addr:

Downlinks�Alias Allowed

Downlinks��0003557�WG�1:124/1209.1�AD&D�Y��1:124/1209.1�1:124/1209.3�����0001137�WG�1:124/1209.1�BLUEWAVE�N��0016798�WG�1:124/7034.0�COOKING�N��0000029�WG�1214:214/2.0�DBSSUPP�Y��1214:214/10�1214:312/0�����Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �21�:  LISTAREAS output for Forums and pass-thru nodes



�AREA Name:�Downlinks�Downlinks�Etc.��BIRDS�1:124/8012�2:2/1�any other nodes using this area��STUPID STUFF�1214:211/31�81:5/4�any other nodes using this area��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �22�:  LISTAREAS output for Pass-Thru areas only





Call Logging� XE “Call Logging” �

Action�Command�Format�Example��View log of DBSMail calls.� XE “View log of DBSMail calls” ��Log� XE “LOG” �� XE “Log” ��Log�Log��Delete log of calls.� XE “Delete log of calls” ��DelloG� XE “Dellog” ��Dellog�Dellog��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �23�:  Call logging



This function allows you to view and delete the log of calls made or received by DBSMail.  The log provides you with time and date information, as well as files received.  If DBSMail requires the log while it is being used (i.e., to update file transfer information) it will take access from the on-line viewer.



Zone Listing� XE “Zone Listing” �

A listing of the zones and their associated Z.M.H. times is available through the LISTZONES� XE “LISTZONES” � command.  This provides you with a readily accessible listing of all network zones that you have joined.  DBSMail retrieves this information from the DBSMAIL.MSG file.  Below is an example of the output from The Phantom.



Network Name�Zone Number�Starting Time�Ending Hour��FIDO�1�03:00:00�04:00:00��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �24�:  LISTZONES output



As you can see, The Phantom is in one network.  We are in Zone 1 (USA/North America) of FIDO-Net.  

Rescan Forums� XE "Rescan Forums" �

In order to activate the import/ export feature of DBSMail, you must rescan the forums..  This process resets pointer used by our product.  The figure below provides an example.

Action�Command�Format�Example��Rescan a forum.�RESCAN�RESCAN�RESCAN��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �25�:  Rescanning Forums



Deleting Outbound Mail

Use the DMAIL option to delete outbound mail for a particular node. The format is:



Action�Command�Format�Example��Delete outbound mail�DMAIL�DMAIL�DMAIL 1:124/7028��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �26�:  DMAIL command

DBSMail Version Information

To display the current version of DBSMail you are running, simply enter the command:

Action�Command�Format�Example��Show version information.�DBSVER�DBSVER�DBSVER��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �27�:  DBS Version Information

Repeat� XE "Repeat" �

Entering this command will cause DBSMail to repeat the last entered command.  This command will replace large amounts of typing while monitoring your DBSMail session(s):

Action�Command�Format�Example��Repeat last command.�RE�RE�RE��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �28�:  Repeating a command.

Active

A listing of  active “auto-polls” (scheduled polls active but not yet completed.  May be displayed using the ACTIVE command.

Action�Command�Format�Example��List active “auto-polls”�ACTIVE�ACTIVE�ACTIVE��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �29�:   Active Command

Stop

You may stop an auto-poll using the STOP command. This will remove the poll file associated with this poll.  This poll will not be regenerated until the next scheduled polling time arrives.

Action�Command�Format�Example��Stop auto-poll�STOP�STOP ADDRESS�STOP 1214:214/0��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �30�:  Stop Command

Clearpolls / Clearque

ALL manually entered polling files may be removed using one of these commands.  Commands are duplicated for ease of use. 

Action�Command�Format�Example��Remove all LPOLL polls.�CLEARPOLLS�CLEARPOLLS�CLEARPOLLS��Remove all LPOLL polls.�CLEARQUE�CLEARQUE�CLEARQUE��

Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �31�:  Clearpolls / Clearque Commands.



�DBSFix� XE "DBSFix" � 



DBSFix allows  SysOps  to  remotely  alter  their up-links'  distribution of echoes (forums) without  bothering the  up-links' SysOps.  It replaces the AreaFix product used by other FIDO-Net  systems.

DBSFix runs automatically whenever it receives a password protected, properly addressed message from another BBS.  Like the manual editing in DBSEdit, this program will add or  remove a BBS in the distribution list for echo-mail areas.  Ensure that you provide a password for a BBS that you are feeding (see Password Editing in DBSEdit for more information).  When they want a new echo area, or want you to remove an existing area they simply follow the following processes:

Send  a Net-Mail (E-Mail) message to AreaFix.

Enter their previously setup password in the subject line.

Enter change information into the body of the message. One change allowed per line.

Enter three “-”s to signify that this message is complete.

Save and send message.



The following example demonstrates the proper way to activate three areas on my HUB.  Please note,  this method works for any DBSMail system, as well as systems running AreaFix.

TO:�DBS:AREAFIX@� XE "AREAFIX@" \t "See DBSFix" �1:124/1209��SUBJECT:�BOGEYMAN��Body�SYSOP��of�COOKING��Message�HEALTH��End Message �---��

In the following example, a BBS that The Phantom sends mail to will request that they no longer receive an area, and add a new area. To removing an area place a minus sign “-” before the AREANAME.



TO:�DBS:AREAFIX@1:124/7034��SUBJECT:�RALPH��Body of�-FISHING��Message�CD-ROM��End Message�---��

As you can see, the process of  changing echoes is quite simple.   You no longer need manually edit your down-links' mail once they use DBSFix. [Grin]  

  The  “-Q” switch, when added after the password, prompts the receiving BBS to list all the echo areas that you are currently receiving. 

TO:�AREAFIX@1:124/7034��SUBJECT:�RALPH -Q��Body of Message�---��

NOTE:  Please ensure that the last line of any message ends with three dashes “---” this advises both products that no more requests follow.  

�DBSTIC� XE "DBSTIC" �



Your BBS can now join the File Distribution / Software Distribution Networks (FDN/SDN� XE "SDN" \t "See DBSTIC" �)!  DBSTic is an off-line program that runs during nightly clean-up.  Using a configuration file (DBSTIC.CFG� XE "DBSTIC.CFG" \t "See DBSTIC" �), it will create script files for and call GALFILIN.EXE.  Using this process, files received with associated .TIC� XE ".TIC" \t "See DBSTIC" �� XE "TIC" \t "See DBSTIC" � files are automatically posted to your BBS, and can be available for user downloads after maintenance is run!  The following example shows the format for DBSTIC.CFG:



A�TIC�NODEDIFF�SDN_DIFF�C:\WGSERV\SDN_DIFF��A�TIC�FIDONEWS�SDN_NEWS�C:\WGSERV\SDN_NEWS��A�TIC�DFWTXLST�SDN_NEWS�C:\WGSERV\SDN_NEWS��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �32�:   DBSTIC.CFG

Each area must be entered on it’s own line, with spaces placed between each option.  The following is a overview of each option on a line:

Option Number�Options�Explanation��1�A  or  U�Automatically Approve or Unapprove new files��2�TIC, etc.�File extension of information files (for later compatibility)��3�NODEDIFF, etc.�Full name of area to be received��4�SDN_DIFF, etc.�Library name on your BBS��5�C:\WGSERV\SDN_DIFF, etc.�Full path to this library��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �33�:  DBSTIC Options



NOTE:  Ensure you create the appropriate areas on your BBS PRIOR to activating any new files areas.  Failure to do this will cause your BBS to hang during GALFILIN operation!!

NOTE:  Contact your local FIDO-Net hierarchy for more information on joining a file network.  As software and procedures vary by area, we will not attempt to explain them further.

Please refer to DBSTIC.CFG in the BBS directory for more information on DBSTIC.

�DBSVIEW� XE “DBSVIEW” � 

DBSView, a Nodelist viewing utility, provides you and you users a method to search though your Nodelist.  Searches may be done on:



SysOp Name.

BBS Name.

FIDO Address.



Place this module in your menu tree for either /go or standard menu selection.



Your users (and you of course) may use this program to locate friends, enemies, or other interesting people to talk to using simple search commands.  Searches activated using DBSView attempt to match  information in ALL Nodelist entries previously compiled.



The following is a sample of DBSView output:



Flags = CRASH, ZONE, REGION, HOST, HUB



        Address�FLAGS�Phone Number�SysOp�BBS Name��1:124/1209.0�YNNNN �1-214-783-4312    �Matt McIntosh�The DachshBoard��1:124/2150�YNNNN �1-214-342-8487�Robert Roszkowski�The Fourth Dimension��1:124/7034.0�YNNNN �1-214-446-4791    �Charley Teel�The Phantom��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �34�:  DBSView Sample Output

�Our Thanks� XE “Our Thanks” �

Matt and I would like to thank the following people for helping us with the development and testing of DBSMail.  I have listed their names in alphabetical order:



Todd Gamel �Conceptual planning, and donating TagNet software and hardware to DachshBoard Software for our DEMO BBS The Phantom.��Marty Hawley �Gamma testing, QWK testing, making the team laugh with an occasional “DOOH!”  ��Dianna Hurtt �Continual layout and document design checking.��Chris McIntosh �Not throwing all the dishes at Matt as he stayed up all night working on the program.    (    I do miss that casserole dish though :>(    )��Matt McIntosh �Conceptual planning, software design and programming, Alpha - Gamma testing, bug extermination.��Michael McIntosh�Not slobbering all over the keyboard while daddy works to make more money!  :)��Gail Rodgers �Alpha - Gamma testing,  context and layout support, marketing, PC re-booting after GP : -), and installing The Phantom in her home!��Carrie Teel �Initial layout assistance and documentation design.��Charles Teel Sr. �Conceptual planning, documentation, Alpha - Gamma testing, marketing, technical support.��Charles Teel Jr.

            &

Calan Teel �

Accepting that Dad can actually do something besides play games on a PC. [Grin]��

In addition, we would like to express our thanks to the following:

Eric, Mike, and the rest of the Majorware  team for their input, code examples and initial marketing of this product.



Eric Thav and Kenny Nash formerly of Galacticomm for all their help getting this thing off the ground.  As our interface with Galacticomm you two were priceless!!  We wish you both great luck with whatever your  next endeavor are.



Scott Brinker, and Harris Fellman from Galacticomm  for their help, and encouragement..

Mike Kaylor and Robert Roszkowski, for letting us crash their front-end mailers and BBSs as we tested EMSI compatibility and file transfer throughput.

The many SysOps on MajorNet  and The Internet for  their input (continued we hope) on this and soon other products from DachshBoard Software.

Last, but surely not least, our very special thanks to the users of The Phantom BBS!  Although we reset the BBS many times while testing new versions, you never complained (well not much [grin]). 

Charles 



�System Tuning

The section will aid you in making DBSMail operate more efficiently on your system.  There are now only 2 options that you may change to “tune” your BBS.  Both are located in Configuration Level 4.



MAXTIMER - The number of “ticks” (1/1000th of a second) DBSMail will be given to process mail when  any channel is in use.  The higher this number, the faster DBSMail will process mail but the less “ticks” your users will be given.



NONTIMER - The number of “ticks” (1/1000th of a second) DBSMail will be given to process mail when  NO channel is in use.  The higher this number, the faster DBSMail will process mail.  DBSMail will automatically switch back to MAXTIMER once a channel is activated.



�Trouble-Shooting� XE "Trouble-Shooting" �

Below are some common questions and or problems Matt and I have seen since the initial release of this product.  Please read this section before contacting us, we hope you will find a corrective action listed below:

This section deals with problems that arise whenever DBSMail attempts to place an outbound call without success.

Problem�Corrective action��Will not dial out/ GP’s on dial-out.�Ensure that your modem INIT strings contain the E0 command.��Attempts to dial-out on a line that does not have a modem attached.�Ensure that you have selected valid line numbers in Configuration Level 4 Starting Channel for dial-out and Ending channel for dial-out.  DBSMail only uses the lines configured in level 4.  Default is lines 00 to FF. ��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �35�:  No Dialing T-Shooting� XE "No Dialing T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �

When dialing occurs and is no connection or lack of transfer occurs.

Problem�Corrective action��Modem dials the phone, but does not connect to another BBS.�Ensure you have used the AN command in DBSView to set up your local dialing area (the Nodelist contains all long distance codes).��Program dials out, and connects to another system, but nothing else happens.�1) Ensure you are communicating with an EMSI or FTS-0001 compliant BBS.

2) If connecting BBS uses the D’Bridge mailer, decrease Configuration Level 4 option AUTOCR.  This adjusts the approximate number of seconds to delay while sensing for hard carriage returns during connect.

��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �36�:  Dialing T-Shooting



� XE "Dialing T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �Mail is not tossed into the BBS.

Problem�Corrective action��I receive mail, but it takes a long time to import into my BBS.�See the System Tuning section of this documentation for more information.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �37�:  Not Tossing Mail T-Shooting� XE "Not Tossing Mail T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �



�Mail imports into the BBS, but there is a problem with the importing.

Problem�Corrective action��Mail import is very fast, but bogs down my system while users are on-line.�See the System Tuning section of this documentation for more info.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �38�:  Mail Import T-Shooting� XE "Mail Import T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �

Mail  writing problems� XE "Mail  writing problems" �

Problem�Corrective action��I attempt to write mail to a user but the BBS returns “No user by that name found."�Ensure you have a proper address. Please see the Writing Messages portion of this document for more information.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �39�:  Mail Writing T-Shooting.� XE “Mail Writing T-Shooting." \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �

Mail Export Errors.� XE "Mail Export Errors." �

Problem�Corrective action��I wrote a message, I see it using the DIR command in DBSEdit, but it is not being sent.�If NORMAL is the setting in the Default Mailer Type section on Configuration Level 4, you must use the AROUTE command in DBSEdit to mark a node as CRASH.��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �40�:  Mail Exporting T-Shooting� XE "Mail Exporting T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �



DBSEdit Log file problems.� XE "DBSEdit Log file problems." �

Problem�Corrective action��Log file displays “No phone in Nodelist” on a node I am attempting to call.�1) Ensure that you are attempting to contact a valid node in the network using DBSView.  If no nodes are found;

2) Ensure that you have a valid Nodelist file for this network. Then;

3) Ensure you have dropped to DOS and run BBSBTR.BAT and DBSM.BAT to compile your Nodelist for the first time. ��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �41�:  Log T-Shooting

�NodeDiff problems.

Problem�Corrective Action��NodeDiffs are not being unarchived.�Edit DBSM.BAT and enter the correct unarchiving information for the type of NodeDiff archive you are receiving.  The DEMO .BAT file uses PAK for unarchiving.  Refer to your unarchiver documentation for more info.��NodeDiff are in my WGSERV directory but are not being applied to my Nodelist.�Ensure your NodeDiffs are correctly dated in reference to your Nodelist.  You MUST have a NodeDiff that is EXACTLY 7 days older then your Nodelist.  This holds true for ALL iterations of NodeDiff processing.  DBSMAILM will stop processing NodeDiff (or not stop) if it does not find sequential NodeDiffs��Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �:  NodeDiff Troubleshooting� XE "Log T-Shooting" \t "See Trouble-Shooting" �
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