About WinDbCompare 

 

Upon starting the shareware version of WinDbCompare©, the following screen is shown. Upon obtaining the retail version, this screen will no longer appear. It offers two main functions. First, it allows the entry of the key supplied when you have purchased the retail version and secondly, it allows you to easily contact the publisher to either obtain information, to report a difficulty or to purchase the final version. By pressing OK and supplying your email address, an email is sent. Upon receipt, the publisher will contact you by return email.


After a short delay, or by pressing cancel, this screen is dismissed and the following screen appears. It will remain displayed for a few seconds. While it is displayed, or when the following screen is displayed, you may load a previously saved configuration file by selecting the menu item "File / Open". See saving a configuration file below.
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After the timeout on the above screen, or by pressing the “connection” tab, the next screen is shown. The first time, the screen will be completely blank and needs to be filled in with valid logon information before the program can proceed to the next step. The logon information used must have system administrator privileges in order to fully complete its designed tasks.

Pressing “Done” at the start of any screen or tab position will cause the program to exit.

After filling in the logon information, you may either proceed to the next tab or press the “Test Connection” buttons to verify the information that you have supplied is valid. In either case, the connection is attempted and, if unsuccessful, a dialog box is supplied notifying you of the difficulty. It must be corrected before proceeding.

Note that this system is designed to work only with SQL Server 2000 from Microsoft Corporation. It is not likely to work with any other database system, nor is its use with any other database system supported.
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After supplying logon information, it is saved and supplied for you the next time the program is run.

Moving to the next tab position will display the next screen. This tells briefly about your SQL Server installation. It tells you the running version and service patch level as displayed. (The 8.00.760 indicates service patch #3.)  It also lets you set the options to be applied in subsequent screens.

The default is to compare two tables of your choice, one from each SQL Server instance. That also compares the number of columns, the data types of the columns, the number of rows, and if possible, the data contained in the tables. If the tables are dissimilar in structure, data comparison cannot be made and will not be attempted.

You may also choose to compare other database objects, although in this version the full database compare is not implemented. Each feature selected will display additional choices in further screens. Note that the Stored Procedure checkbox has three positions. Checking the first time chooses stored procedures for comparison. Selecting it a second time displays two additional test entry boxes for searching the stored procedures for particular text. (Wild cards are not supported.) The stored procedures are still compared with each other. A third click will take it back to its unchecked state.

If selected, full comparisons are also made on Views and Triggers. Other comparisons are only on the total quantity of entries found, in this version.  A later version may expand on this.
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Two additional views of the option selections are displayed for clarification of the above description.

After selecting the desired options and moving to the next page, a listbox is displayed showing the available Databases in the instance.
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After a database is chosen, additional boxes are displayed and filled with data from the database selected.

Tables, Views, Stored Procedures and Triggers are each shown in their own listbox with the remaining two boxes showing the remaining information selected. (See the following display.

In this version, a single table may be selected. Multiple can be made on the views, stored procedures and triggers boxes. Each selected item will be compared with a selected item from the other instance/database as shown in tabs Database1 and Database2. Remember that comparing dissimilar items will result in a certain negative result. When stored procedures, triggers and views compare successfully, an additional test is made in the similarity of the dates and reported if they are not identical. Plan your comparisons out for the best results.

Once the two pages for Database1 and Database2 are filled out to your satisfaction, selecting “Project / Save” from the menu will allow you to save your selections for easy entry during the next pass. Once saved, a project may be opened at the beginning tab to fill-in the various choices to the previously saved values.

Additional reporting is done on total quantity of items found.
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Re-entering a Database selection page clears previous entries and allows a new set of selections. Once you have a page filled in to your satisfaction, proceed to the next page. Moving back and forth will require the re-entry of selected items. Note, if you have re-opened a previously saved project you will be allowed to see the selections previously saved without clearing them, however the page will be re-written each time it is selected.

The display below shows the appearance after selections have been made. If the "File \ Save" menu item is chosen at this time, you will be able to save a configuration file using the the currently selected items.
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Once the selections have been made, moving to one of the Table1 / Table2 pages allows you to see a snapshot of the data in the selected tables. This is provided to allow a final chance to change the selections prior to comparison as the compare process can be lengthy if there is a substantial quantity of data in the tables.

The screen below shows a sample of how the display is presented. Only a subset of the total data is made available and it intended only to verify that you have made the selections that you intended to make.
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Moving to the “Compare” tab initiates the compare process. During the process, the listbox will be blank and the cursor will be in the “hourglass” state. Because a complete comparison is made on the data in the selected tables and other data objects, expect to wait at this stage.

Once completed, the listbox will show a comparison of the information. While the box below doesn’t show dissimilar data, it will take the form of showing both columns with an indication of dissimilarity. Selecting the Menu item "File \ Save" will allow you to save the contents of the final comparison to a text file.

The display below shows the appearance for a mismatch in stored procedures and the appearance for a match in views.

Pressing the “Reset” button will take you back to the start for additional comparisons.

Pressing “Done” will exit the program.
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